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A collector has two chambers with controllably variable vols, and 

separated by a seal which permits passage of material between the 

chambers in response to a given pressure differential. One chamber (16) 

has a front seal which normally excludes contact with the exterior but 

can be temporarily unsealed for capture of a specimen. The second 

chamber (18) pref. contains biological growth material and the chambers 

comprise successive sections of the coaxial space between an outer 

cylinder (10) and longer inner rod (12). The middle seal (14) is pref. 

fixed to the rod within the cylinder and the front seal is fixed to the 

rod end, with an absorbent collecting structure (24) on the rod near 

the front seal and an outer protective shield around the cylinder and 

rod ends opposite the front seal. The collector is partic. for medical 

use and protects the sample against contamination. 
EP 277009 A 

A swab comprises an elongate carrier and a moulded plastic swab 
element optionally with an internal bore to receive one end of the 
carrier and formed with pores of 10-2000 microns size. The element 
pref. has a density of 35-60% void vol., and is ultrasonically welded 
to the carrier. 

The element is pref. of high-density polyethylene, ultrahigh mol. 
wt. polyethylene, polypropylene, polyvinylidenefluoride, 
ethylene-vinylacetate, styrene-acrylonitrile, PTFE or silicone rubber, 
and may be hydrophobic or hydrophilic. The element may alternatively 
make a friction fit with the carrier or element and carrier may form a 
single integrally moulded unit. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - Swab can be used for handling bioli 

ogical specimens, can be made to a precise size so that it will 
work reliably in precision instruments. 0/5 
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single integrally moulded unit. 
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Abstract (Equivalent): EP 202331 B 

Appts. for collecting a biological specimen including: first (12) 
and second (10) coaxlally disposed structures; first (20) and second 
(14) spaced-apart flexible sea! means secured to said first coaxial 
structure (12) arid slidably received within said second coaxial 
staicture (10) to define a biological specimen collection cavity (16) 
therebetween; biological specimen collection means (24) disposed in 
said cavity (16); and third (22) and fourth (26) spaced-apart seal 
means secured to said second coaxial structure (10) and slidably 
receiving said first coaxial structure (12) therewithin to define two 
additional chambers within said second coaxial structure (10) between 
the second and third, and the third and fourth seal means, 
respectively; said third and fourth seal means (22,26) being spaced 
apart by a distance at least as great as the maximum desired relative 
sliding movement between said first and second coaxially disposed 
structures. (12.10) in a first predetermined direction. (Dwg.1/8) 

Abstract (Equivalent): US 5031635 A 

Biologically inert swab comprises (a) an elongated carrier; and (b) 
a moulded porous plastic swab connected to one end of (a). Cpd. (b) 
comprises high density or ultra-high mol. wt. polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyvinylidene fluoride, ethylene-vinylacetate, 
styrene-acrylonitrile, PTFE, or silicone rubber, having pore size 
10-2000 microns and density 35-60% void vol. USE - For obtaining a 
specimen. Can be incorporated into collection instruments or for 
individual use as collectors or applicators. (8pp) 
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Intemational Patent Class (Main): A61B-010/00 
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